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Special Points of
Interest

e Youth Fishing Day

e Nash Stream

* Piscataquog Brookies
* Websites to Explore

* New Mailing Address

Chapter Meetings and
Events Calendar

May 14-15 - Barry Conservation
Camp work weekend.

May 19 - Chapter meeting and

cookout.

June 25- Chapter Work Day
River Restoration,

Pittsh urg

Nash Stream Restoration and Brook Trout in the Piscataquog River
Watershed Highlight the April Chapter Meeting

Nash Stream Restoration
Presented by Jim MacCartney

Many of us of a certain age remember
1969 as the year of Woodstock. It was a
watershed moment in our nation’s cul-
tural history. But in May of that year, a
real watershed in New Hampshire

| experienced a proportionally more
| dramatic event - the failure of the Nash
| Bog Dam on Nash Stream. The 69 year-
| old dam held a 236 acre “pond” that was
| used for driving logs down to the mills.
| When it failed, the torrent ripped apart
. the stream bed, cut deep into the chan-
' nel, and scraped bare its banks and
| vegetation.

The demands of logging
added to the river’s woes as bulldozers
and heavy machinery rearranged the
stream and its banks for the benefit of
that economic activity. Nash Stream
now had higher banks and a straighter
course. Its brook trout habitat was now
an historical footnote.

When the state of New Hampshire
acquired the bulk of the Nash Stream
watershed (44.3 square miles in all) in
1988 with funds from the LCIP (Land
Conservation Investment Program) it
was done with the hope of restoring it
to something resembling a normal,
healthy watershed.

Jim MacCartney - the River Restora-
tion Director - presented this history
to the April chapter meeting on April
21. Even though the Nash Stream
watershed was under state ownership
a management plan developed, and
habitat assessments made, it wasn't
until about 5 or 6 years ago that
significant funding for restoration
came into the picture. With $1.1
million of technical and financial assis-
tance, the current restoration program
began in earnest.

The goal of the restoration efforts are
to restore over nine miles of main-
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Three kids
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great fun.
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Presidential Commentary - Dan Stickney

It feels like Spring now.

I find that, for some reason, Youth Fishing Day really
brings the Spring season into focus for me. This year
we had around seventy kids and their families show
up at Merrill Park Pond, all of whom wanted to be
introduced to some of the three hundred or so trout
that went into the water for our event. Ages ran the
gamut - there were tots who couldn't cast for them-
selves and there were middle school - or maybe late
elementary, (who can tell?) - kids who are already
formidably skilled. It was a great day.

Youth Fishing Day has become, for me, one more in a
series of phenological events that marks Spring's
progression: peepers and tree frogs, forsythia, and, for
better or worse, black flies are on the list, and they're
all welcome in one way or another.

I hope your Spring is progressing well; my casting
arm is stiff from the long Winter, but it shows signs
of limbering up - here's hoping yours does the same.

See you at the picnic.

All Best ~ Dan

May’s Troutlines represents a
beginning and an end. It marks
the end of the “not-much-fishing”
season and kicks off the start of
the “serious fishing” season. In
the long tradition of Basil Woods
chapter, the May issue of Trout-
lines will be the last one produced
until September. We have to go
fishing - as do you - and we have
lots of other work to do related to
our favorite pursuit.

The chapter is sponsoring a pro-
ject at Barry Conservation Camp
(located in the White Mountain
National Forest at the Berlin fish
hatchery). We have adopted the
Bear Den cabin and will be
furnishing both funding and labor
to get the den into usable and
functional condition for the start
of programs in June.

Stonefly courtesy of www.davewhitlock.com

' Editor’s Soapbox - Gordon Riedesel

The Barry Camp is operated by
the UNH Cooperative extension
4-H program and NH Fish and
Game. There are now over 25
conservation and fish and game
organizations as well as individu-
als and businesses that are help-
ing Barry Camp.

Last year Barry Camp was closed
due to some infrastructure prob-
lems - but in its 25 year history,
thousands of kids (and grown ups
too) have enjoyed its many
programs and opportunities. May
14 & 15 is the big work weekend.
If you can help, please do. Bring
your cordless tools and other tools.
You can rough it overnight in one
of the buildings or make your own
arrangements.

Trout Unlimited is dedicated to the preservation, conservation, and protection of North America’s
coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.

Another project is a chapter work
day scheduled for Saturday, June
25th. The chapter is sponsoring a
workday with Joe Norton on
Indian Stream in Pittsburg for
river restoration work. Rumor has
it there might even be time for
some fishing too. Watch the web-
site for details.

And of course, there is plenty of fly
fishing to do between now and the
fall. We hope you will get out as
often as you want to, or if not,
enjoy to the max those times you
are on the water, fly rod in hand.

We'll be back in the fall.







