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23rd Annual Conservation Banquet
Small things grow

For an event that started as an eat
and drink get-together after Youth
Fishing Day, the chapter’s annual
conservation banquet has evolved into
a sizeable fun event and one that
raises the funds necessary to support
Trout Unlimited’s mission.

How it All Started

Even before Youth Fishing Day, the
chapter sponsored a public TU day at
the Society for the Preservation of NH
Forests. Here you could rummage
through used tackle; watch fly tying
by Harry Perkins, Jeddy Waterman,
and others; enter a couple of raffles;
and learn to cast a fly rod. The fly
casting was popular so members ac-
quired and filled a casting pool the
next year. (If you were a member
then you know it took a LONG time to
fill the pool.) Why fill a casting pool

when you have a real one nearby? It
didn’t take long to see that it would be
easier to move to Merrill Park where
there was a pond and a community cen-

ter. The emphasis was on young people |

learning to fish and to pick up the con-
servation ethic which TU stands for.
The event was renamed Youth Tackle
Day. It had a casting component and
because the event grew in popularity,
we had the pond stocked with trout for
the kids to try and catch. From that,

Youth Fishing Day emerged.

Chapter members who worked on the |

popular Youth Fishing Day naturally |
decided that it would be nice to have a |
drink and some food afterwards and to |

talk about the day. The banquet held
by Ducks Unlimited where fundraising
and food were the centerpiece inspired

Continued on page 3 |

Younger, Older, In-between: Chapter meetings are for everyone.
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Presidential Commentary - Dan Stickney

Hello, All ~

Gordon asked for articles about
the Banquet this month.

Simply put, I hope you'll plan to
be there. The event specifics will
appear elsewhere, so 1 won't
include them here. Instead, I'll
detail my first banquet in hopes
that it'll make the event sound
appealing if you're on the fence.

I first attended the banquet sev-
eral years ago; my friend Alex and
I were there as guests of then-
president March McCubrey.

I've never been much for public
evenings, so this was something
new for me. On arriving, we found

a good crowd milling around
several tables of bucket raffle
merchandise, silent auction items,
and several pieces of framed art-
work.

After finding the bar we made our
way around the tables, dropping
tickets into buckets as we went.
March introduced us to a few of
the members, and we both knew a
few folks from outside the organi-
zation, which made the event
seem friendlier and more comfort-
able for the new guys; neither of
us were even members yet.
Dinner and conversation followed,
and Alex and I both won some
goodies in the raffles, making the
evening end on a high note.

That night marks the beginning of
my involvement with TU. In the
years since I've served as a direc-
tor, newsletter editor, state coun-
cil treasurer, and as vice presi-
dent and now president of our
chapter. I won't say that it's
always been perfectly smooth sail-
ing, but I will say that it's been
my pleasure and honor to work on
some really great projects with
some pretty incredible folks in the
last few years, and it likely
wouldn't have happened if I'd
skipped that first banquet...

I hope you'll make it - you just
never know what'll come out of an
evening.

All the best ~

Dan

[ ]

Editor’s Soapbox
The ever thickening blankets of
snow that drape the landscape
bring beauty and peace that makes
living in snowy climates like ours
special. Moonlit nights are not so
dark as they are aglow with
dappled silhouettes of maples and
birches accented by pine, hemlock,
and spruce against the soft pearl-
white snow. Although life above the
snow slows except for the flocks of
wintering songbirds, squirrels at
the bird feeder and - away from
human habitat - where otter, tur-
key, deer, grouse, moose, and other
forest fauna work to survive.
Though hidden, what goes on
under the seasonal cover is just as
important. In the subnivean zone
and the ground beneath the cycles
of life and nature continue turning.

Turtles, frogs, and other amphibi-
ans are there - sometimes frozen

- Gordon Riedesel

vet somehow alive. Burrowers
hibernate on and off throughout the
winter. Invertebrates, insects, lar-
vae, and microorganisms are still
there and alive. The hydrologic
cycle continues beneath the frozen
upper layers moving groundwater
to the streams keeping them flow-
ing and giving our favorite fish
refuge.  Like the fertilizer we
spread to green our lawns, the salt
we scatter to clean our roads and
driveways will eventually make its
way into streams through runoff or
in groundwater baseflow.

The chloride part of sodium chloride
(salt) is a culprit for algal blooms,
lake eutrophication, damage to fish,
and suppresses native aquatic
plants in favor of salt tolerant inva-
sive species like European water
milfoil. Rock salt is inexpensive
and an effective tool to cope with

winter. Calcium magnesium ace-
tate is an environmentally friendlier
deicer, but like other alternatives to
salt, more expensive. Highway de-
partments across the country use it
on bridges and in sensitive areas.
It's a balancing act between safety
and convenience and what is envi-
ronmentally responsible. We all live
in a watershed. So as TU members,
we can reflect in the quiet of win-
ter's beauty and think about what
we can do to keep our watersheds |
clean and habitats healthy.

Trout Unlimited is dedicated to the preservation, conservation, and protection of North
America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.







